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Open Letter (to Posterity) 
Disclose & Divest for Gaza, Now! 


We composed this zine in solidarity with the people and students of Pal- 
estine, for Gaza, and victims of U.S. imperialism and the carceral state 
worldwide. Every university in Gaza has been destroyed by Israeli forces 
with American bombs; we rebuke Barnard College and Columbia Univer- 
sity for their investments in ongoing genocide and ecocide globally. We 
condemn the leadership, administration, and Board of Trustees (system), 
for their choice to invite NYPD to violently raid student encampments 
on campus (the afternoon of April 18th, and the evening of April 30th)-- 
one officer discharged his weapon in student-occupied “Hind’s Hall”, and 
thankfully, no one was shot. We too shame and rebut the President of the 
United States, who, on April 22nd, criminalized our community for our 
critical work in his petty advocacy for genocide, and all acts of police vio- 
lence; as abolitionists, we comprehend that we, not the police, keep each 
other safe. 


In total solidarity with Columbia University Apartheid Divest (CUAD’s) 
demands, especially: 1. Financial Transparency and Divestment of all 
Barnard College and Columbia University’s investments from companies 
profiteering from Israeli apartheid, genocide, and occupation in Palestine; 
2. Academic Boycott of Israeli academic and cultural institutions, includ- 
ing the Global Center in Tel Aviv, Dual Degree programs with Tel Aviv 
University and study abroad in occupied Palestine; 3. Stop the Displace- 
ment--To cease expansion of property holdings, provide reparations for 
Harlemites affected by gentrification and displacement--and to any (future) 
legislators, our support for Assembly Bill A8479 ”The Repeal Egregious 
Property Accumulation and Invest it Right Act”, (REPAIR) introduced 
by Assemblymember Zohran Mamdani, which would end the university’s 
tax exempt status and finance CUNY with hundreds of millions of dollars; 
4.No Policing on Campus, which includes severing ties with NYPD; and 
5. Ending the Silence, which in our call as makers of this zine includes am- 
nesty for all student protestors, public recognition of the ongoing genocide 
of Palestinians, and denouncing the violence (military and para-military) 
subject to students on campus. 


This Zine, is a product of work we conducted together as a class, com- 
posed in solidarity with Columbia University Apartheid Divest (CUAD), 
suspended student groups Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Jew- 
ish Voices for Peace (JVP), and students suspended for protesting against 
ongoing genocide in which the university 1s complicit. What follows are 
our observations, drawings, poems, maps, reflections, photos, fragments, 
notes, and other ephemera collected as we completed our semester togeth- 
er, as students undertook the righteous task of recuperating the university 
as a critical site where knowledge is made. As students and thinkers, we 
commit to escalating anti-colonial, anti-genocidal, anti-fascist resistance at 
every chance. Free Palestine! 


Co-Signed, 
Aimi Halle, Celine Kiriscioglu, Fatoumata Gaku, Jasminder Kohli, Joey 


De Jesus, Keiah Welch, Natasha Last-Bernal, Nathalie Robayo, Noemi 
Morrison, Reece Ollivierre and Zala Bhan. 


A/17/24-4/30/24: 


A Linear Positing of Events 


April 17th: 

Encampment on the East Lawn 
starts. President Shafik testifies 
before a House committee over 
the university's response to an- 
tisemitism. 


April 17th: 

US lawmakers crafted a package 
totaling $14.1 billion for Israel 
to “defend itself against Iran and 
its proxies.” ‘Tensions between 
Israel and Iran continue to rise. 


April 17th, Noon: 
Administration sends multiple re- 
quests that students participating 
in the unauthorized encampment 
leave the East lawn. 


April 18th: 

Students remaining at the en- 
campment were suspended and 
arrested at the request of the 
administration. 108 arrests were 
made. Simultaneously, students 
climb the gate blocking the West 
lawn and immediately start a 
new encampment. 


April 18th: 

US and Israeli officials meet to 
discuss the city of Rafah which 
is located in Southern Gaza, one 
of the only areas that has not 
yet been touched by war. Israel 
is determined to infiltrate and 
destroy Rafah but agrees to take 
the United States’ concerns into 
account. Hours later it was con- 
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“The Great Chain of Being (1)” Natasha Last-Bernal 


firmed that Israeli missiles had 
hit a site in Iran. 


April 19th: 
The United States House of 
Representatives votes to advance 


foreign aid bills which include 
$26B for Israel. 


April 19th: 

Shabbat service held at the 
encampment alongside Islamic 
prayer. 


April 20-21 st: 

The Barnard Greek Games, 
SGA Formal, and the Sopho- 
more Class Roller Wave event 
were canceled. 


April 21st: 

Two strikes were launched on 
the town of Rafah killing 22 
people, 18 of whom were chil- 
dren. On the same day, the IOF 
withdraws from the raid in the 
Nur Shams on the West Bank, 
capturing 15 wanted suspects and 
leaving 14 dead. 


April 21: 

University rabbi, Elie Buechler, 
urges Jewish students to go home 
in light of “extreme antisemitism 
and anarchy.” 


April 22nd: 

Classes at Barnard and Colum- 
bia are held on Zoom. The East 
Lawn encampment is permitted 
to put up tents. 


April 22nd, | pm: 
Faculty walkout begins on Low 
steps and travels to Milbank Hall. 


April 23rd: 
Columbia and Barnard adopt a 
hybrid learning style. 


April 24th: 

The administration set a new 
midnight deadline for protesters 
to clear the encampment. The 
people stayed. Simultaneously, 
House Speaker Mike Johnson 
and Rep. Virginia Foxx, call for 
President Shafik’s resignation on 
Low Steps. 


April 24th: 

According to the Global Report 
on Food Crises, “Nearly 282 
million people in 59 countries 
suffered from acute hunger in 
2023, with war-torn Gaza as the 
territory with the largest number 
of people facing famine.... Over 
80% of those facing imminent 
famine — 577,000 people — were 
in Gaza.” 
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“The Great Chain of Being (2)” Natasha Last-Bernal 


April 25th: 

Every person entering the Bar- 
nard campus will be asked to 
swipe their CUID for entry, 
meaning that students are no 
longer able to bring their guests 
into the gates with them. 


April 26th: 

Mass graves are found at two 
Southern Gaza hospitals (Nass- 
er and Al Shifa hospital) that 
contain hundreds of bodies. 
They were discovered after 
Israeli troops pulled out of Khan 
Younis. 


April 26th: 

Counter-protests were held out- 
side of campus and there have 
been reports of students being 
harassed by protestors. 


April 29th: 

Minouche Shafik explicitly 
announced there would be no 
divestment and gave a 2 pm 
deadline to move out of the 
encampment. 


April 29th, 2 pm: 

Mass movement from the stu- 
dent body and faculty to protect 
the encampment. No police 
force was issued despite Shafik’s 
deadline. 


April 30th, Midnight - 1:30: 
Hind’s ‘Hamilton’ Hall takeover. 


April 30th, 7:50 am: 

Barnard access 1s limited to stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff. Colum- 
bia access has been restricted to 
students who live on campus and 
those with essential jobs. The stu- 
dents who don’t live on campus 
are only allowed to eat at Grace 
Dodge in Teacher’s College. 


April 30th, 11:30 am: 

Butler Library, which was the 
last space open to students and 
workers on Columbia’s campus, 
was evacuated and shut down. 
April 30th, 7 pm: 

Milstein, the final library open, 
closes early at 7 pm. 


April 30th, 8-11 pm: 

President Shafik invites the 
NYPD to dismantle Hind’s Hall, 
resulting in the arrest of over 100 
students. 
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“Drone” Natasha Last-Bernal 


Three Poems 


Reece Ollivierre 


Untitled 


I always feel like something is on the tip of my tongue 

I always have an unfinished sound in my ear 

I always have 

I always hold my hand to the night sky, stars on the tips of my fingers 


And J always pull my hand back saddened to see just how far they 
actually are 


I always stand where the water meets the sand 

I always understand everything when the waves crash into my feet 
And I always forget when the tide recedes 

I always have a tremor in my hands 

The tremor either wants to create or destroy, I don’t know 
There is no in between, that’s what I know 

I always 


I always have a new feeling behind my eyes 


A new feeling I can’t name— give me a sec it’s on the tip of my tongue 
I always feel like something is on the tip of my tongue 
My body feels what it 1s 

My mind knows 

What it 1s 

But I don’t 

I think it is me on the tip of my tongue 

I feel it 

I know it 

But I can’t quite ___it 

Everything 


Is on the tip of my tongue 


Untitled: Epistle 
Dear Dr. Shafik and Ms. Rosenbury, 


Am I not an essential member of this community? 

Aren’t schools designed for those seeking a formal education, not police? 
Don’t I have the right to fight for what I believe in, not in what you be- 
lieve? 

Do you want me to be scared of opening my email to see that ’ve been 
suspended? 

Isn’t my life worth more than the demands of your supervisors? 

Should I fear being homeless for simply losing my ID? 

Is it right for me to be scared to sleep out of fear of the safety of my 
peers? 

Shouldn’t I be able to exist on a lawn that I pay for? 

Shouldn’t I be able to exist on a campus that I pay for? 

Is it just that I have to worry about my next meal but the police can eat at 
any of my dining halls? 

Should I be afraid to walk outside my dorm because of your actions? 

Is it fair to rob me of the only community in which I felt safe and wel- 
comed? 

Is it right for me to feel ashamed that my degree will say Columbia Uni- 
versity? 


Truly, unfortunately yours, 
The Students 


Sounds of the Encampment 


Helicopter 

“We need to build in the legacy of our ancestors” 
Crying 

“Tama survivor of genocide” 
“T am forever indebted to you” 
‘Two helicopters now 

Birds tweeting 

Screaming 

“Mic check” 

“Mic check” 

Emergency assembly 


After the arrest of students and dismantling of the first 


camp, on the East Lawn, students and faculty link arms 
taking the West Lawn. 


“Bold. Beautiful. Barnard.” 
(A working title and excerpt) 


Fatoumata Gaku 


Under “Women Leading the Way”, Barnard College has left this state- 
ment front and center of the website; “Since Barnard’s founding in 1889, 
generations of women have graduated and gone on to make history, 
break boundanies, and lead the way. At Barnard, we challenge you to 
stand out and take risks. We encourage you to be unafraid. We champ1- 
on your independence as you try, fail, learn, refine, and ultimately discov- 
er how to make your mark. There has never been a better time to be part 
of a college whose purpose is to amplify women’s power to change the 
world.” As part of their advertising campaign, the catchphrase, “BOLD. 
BEAUTIFUL. BARNARD,” Barnard has always taken pride in being 
BOLD), creating platforms for women to speak up and advocate for 
change both locally and globally. Given recent response to student pro- 
test against the school’s investment in genocide, it’s safe to say that Bar- 
nard does not, in fact, want its students to break boundaries and take the 
lead, as these statements were put to the test over the past few months. 


Barnard does not support us in amplifying our voices to advocate for 
change we want to experience or make in the world, nor does it urge us 
to take risks or be fearless, as its website parades. Barnard has consis- 
tently demonstrated in the past several months that they oppose students 
speaking out against injustices in order to further their own goals and are 
more concerned with propagating misinformation and character suppres- 
sion on campus following the events of Israel’s bombing of Palestinian 
land , Barnard students have protesting against Columbia University to 
divest from a country using its resources towards a country that 1s pro- 
moting genocide. Instead of supporting its students with the same values 
Barnard has proclaimed, administration has worked towards silencing the 
voices that they proudly display for their own agenda. 


Barnard changed its policies regarding what departments could post 
because this was seen as engaging in political activity. Shea Vance, a 
writer of the Columbia Spectator, wrote an article addressing the new 
update made by Barnard on November 14, 2023, on Barnard College 
Acceptable Use Policy on the college website. In October, the Women’s 
Gender and Sexuality studies department at Barnard titled their website 
“Solidarity with Palestine”. The website’s words were taken down and 
the department staff got an email alert about the changes on the website 
after-the-fact. 


The changes of policy show that the opinions of Barnard staff and stu- 
dents do not matter and that administration has the power to change 
things as they see fit. Barnard is silencing voices by pulling higher rank 
and authority remaining students and staff of the power imbalance. Bar- 
nard then sent an email saying “No person may include on the Barnard 
Website any advertising materials or other materials relating to busi- 

ness or commercial activities of such person or any third party. College 
resources, including the Barnard Website, may not be used for soliciting, 
proselytizing, or political activity. All actions must be in compliance with 
Barnard’s Policy on Political Activity.” The irony of this statement, of 
course lies in the fact that the student demands regarding divestment 
involve political, business and commercial activities in and with the state 
of Israel and weapons manufacturers involved directly with the ongoing 
genocide. There is a show of authority because we as students must com- 
ply with the rules at risk of eviction, apparently. 


We see this with the arrest of more than a 100 Barnard and Columbia 
students arrested during the encampment on April 18th. The day before 
President Minchoue Shafik testified before congress on the lack of pun- 
ishment towards anti semitism. Students take hold of west Butter lawn 
creating a Gaza solidarity encampment , inspired by south african anti- 
apartheid activists, DEMANDING for divestment from the endowments 
from companies that profit from Israeli genocide. Students were sus- 
pended without notice inorder to have students arrested for trespassing 
and after the release from prison were notified of their suspension and 
evicted without proper access to housing, food, education, and healthcare 


resources. A student activist tweeted after she got released from Jail that 
she was “suspended and evicted but this only strengthened her commit- 
ment”. In an email by CARES staff, who resigned after this email was 
sent, regarding the facilitation of evicted students showed outrage for 
only being “given 15 minutes to collect their belongings” before having to 
leave the premises. Additional students had their faces posted with secu- 
rity to prevent them from entering campus alone. Another email leaked 
on social media shows students asking for housing accommodations and 
Dean Grinage replying by asking these students how they will be return- 
ing home and if they need any assistance. Barnard has the power to put 
this barrier in the form of an email between its students, where it doesn’t 
have to answer directly to its community because they make the rules, 
and this is continuously shown throughout the months. 


The Women Gender and Sexuality studies department focused on the 
intersectionality of marginalized groups and it would make sense for 
them to advocate for the voices of marginalized groups who don’t have 
the opportunity and lack access to it. One of the main takeaways from 
the major on the Barnard website of the department is to “understand 
the variability and complexity of social identities in multiple historical, 
social and cultural contexts.” For Barnard to shut them down on ex- 
pressing their solidarity is ironic. The WSG described themselves on the 
website as “decolonial feminist scholars,” for Barnard to interfere with 
the education and path towards seeking knowledge of the events in the 
past and present calls to question the integrity of the Barnard education. 
Barnard and Columbia students led protests asking the university to 
discontinue their funding and construction on Palestinian land. This led 
to the suspension of the Jewish Voice for Peace and Students for Justice 
in Palestine for not “adhering to policies ”during early November. The 
Administration safety claims it’s preventing violent gatherings despite the 
pro-Palestinian protests being peaceful. 


BARNARD 


BARNARD COLLEGE * COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 


Dear students, 


As a follow-up to the campus-wide email you received earlier today from Kelli Murray and 
Sarah Gillman, access to all campus buildings, including residence halls, is restricted at 
this time to those with Barnard ID's. Effective immediately, no guests will be allowed in any 
Barnard Residence Hall. Currently, there are no exceptions to this guest policy. We will 


Dear Members of the Barnard Community, 


Beginning at 8 p.m. tonight, every person entering the Barnard campus will be asked to 


communicate any updates to this as that information is available. 


We understand that due to previous announcements and updates, some students have 
already begun to move out in advance of the residence hall checkout date. At this time, 
move-out assistance, including guests and/or moving companies are not allowed 
into the residence halls. Additional carts have been delivered to each residence hall to 


assist students choosing to move out at this time. 


Students with approved CARDS accommodations that may warrant assistance with move- 
out may contact the Dean of the College at deanofthecollege@barnard.edu. Please 


include your CARDS coordinator or CARDS@pbarnard.edu in your email. 


- Residential Life & Housing 


BARNARD 


Dear Members of the Barnard Community, 


All classes at Barnard and Columbia will take place via zoom today, Monday April 22, 
2024. President Shafik announced this plan to go remote early this morning for the 
Columbia campus, and we write to confirm that Barnard classes will also be remote. 


Professors will provide students with zoom links or other information about classes and 
other academic events scheduled for today. We are working with staff to move non- 
academic events online or to postpone as appropriate. 


All offices of the College will remain open, but some services will be provided only on a 
remote basis. Dining halls, residence halls, the Barnard library, and health services 
(Furman Counseling and Primary Care Health Services) will operate as usual, providing 
services in person. Facilities and CARES (emergency and non-emergency) will also 
remain available to assist those on campus. Senior staff and supervisors will communicate 
with employees about staffing and remote work in their areas. 


Please refer to last night's email that Senior Vice President Sarah Gillman sent regarding 
enhanced campus safety measures in place at this time. 


We will provide other updates later today. Thank you for your flexibility. 


Kelli Murray 
EVP for Strategy and Chief Administrative Officer 


swipe their CUID for entry. This means that those with CUIDs are no longer able to bring 
their guests into the gates with them. Visitors seeking to attend events will be allowed 
entry only if the visitor is on a pre-approved RSVP list. 


Access to the Barnard campus will continue to be swipe access and limited to CUID card 
holders only, with entry at the Bamard main gate, 117th and Broadway or Claremont and 
119th Street. The Bamard gate at 119th Street and Broadway will remain closed and 
swipe access for entry to the Milstein Building on Claremont Avenue is not active at this 
time. The Milbank Hall entrance on 120th Street is also not active for entry at this time. 


Please keep your CUID with you during this time, and please be attentive when you swipe 
into buildings. Our safety colleagues will be asking every person to swipe their IDs, and 
we ask you to support them in these efforts by not allowing people to enter buildings with 
you without swiping their CUID. 


These measures are being put in place out of an abundance of caution based on 
information received about increased protest activity and large gatherings to occur near 
campus beginning Thursday evening. 


We recognize the limited access is an inconvenience and thank you for your cooperation 
and understanding. 


Sincerely, 


Sarah Gillman 
Senior Vice President, Strategic Finance and Operations 


Many students who participated in the unauthorized encampment on Columbia's campus 
on April 17 and 18 chose to remain in the encampment for over 30 hours even as they 
were warned repeatedly that the encampment violated multiple provisions of Barnard’s 
Student Code of Conduct. These warnings were based on the refusal to follow rules 
regarding safe demonstrations and the use of tents on the Columbia campus. The 
students rejected multiple opportunities to leave the encampment without consequence, 
and they remained after they received written notices from Barnard that warned that their 
continued participation in the unauthorized encampment would lead to interim 
suspensions and outlined the parameters of such suspensions. 


The interim suspensions went into effect over the course of April 18 and 19. Students on 
interim suspension no longer have access to most Barnard buildings, but they may still 
use College services, including healthcare, mental health counseling, and academic 
support. The Dean of the College also has made food available to students on interim 
suspension and is helping students find alternative housing arrangements when needed. If 
you know of students who need additional support, please email 


deanofthecollege@bamard.edu. 


The vast majority of the students on interim suspension have not previously engaged in 
misconduct under Barnard’s rules. Last night, the College sent written notices to these 
students offering to lift the interim suspensions, and immediately restore their access to 
College buildings, if they agree to follow all Barnard rules during a probationary period. If 
these students choose this path, neither the interim suspension nor the probationary 
period will appear on the students’ academic transcripts and these sanctions will not 
become part of students’ reportable disciplinary records barring a finding of responsibility 
under the Student Code of Conduct for future misconduct. The remaining students on 
interim suspension have previously received notices regarding misconduct, and the 
College is committed to addressing these situations quickly yet thoughtfully through our 
conduct process. 


Students remaining on interim suspension may not physically be on campus, but Barnard 
professors may permit them to attend class via Zoom and otherwise complete work 
remotely. Indeed, Barnard has long given faculty the discretion to assist students who are 
absent from class for any reason. Students may be absent from class because of an 
interim suspension or because they do not feel safe being on campus, and | strongly 


Early this morning, some 50 protesters began a 
demonstration on the plaza in front of the business 
school, known as Gould Plaza. This occurred 
without notice to the University, and without 
authorization. In response, the University 
immediately closed access to the plaza to maintain 
safety; we put barriers in place, and made clear that 
we were not going to allow additional protesters to 
join because the protests were already considerably 
disruptive of classes and other operations in schools 
around the plaza. 


Nonetheless, we made no move to clear the plaza 
at that point because high among the University's 
aims was to avoid any escalation or violence. So, 
the University was deeply disturbed when, early this 
afternoon, additional protesters — many of whom 
we believe are not affiliated with the University — 


suddenly breached the barriers that had been put in 
place at the north side of the plaza and joined the 
others already on the plaza. The breach was in 
violation of directions from Campus Safety Officers 
and in violation of multiple University rules. 


This development dramatically changed the 
situation. We witnessed disorderly, disruptive, and 
antagonizing behavior that interfered with the safety 
and security of our community, and that illustrated 
how quickly a demonstration can get out of control, 
raising the possibility of people getting hurt. At one 
point, we explained to the protesters that they 
needed to disband in an hour, and there would be 
no adverse consequences. 


Sample Official Emails 


U n t 7] t ] e Locks, chains, diversions, 


; one : Students seized, 
Celine Kiriscioglu Microwave, teakettle, sleeping bags, 
Bubbling, boiling, rustling for a "FREE PALESTINE” 


Political power comes 
From the barrel of a gun, 
Chart for restrictions, 
Security in shifts. 


Outside agitators, 

Inside 

Radicalizing, 
Demanding, 

Changing, 

Leading, 

Singing, 

Arrested and questioned, 
New (?) unrest unfolds. 


Protesters in. 

A Barricade 

Of chains, 

On wrists, through smashed windows, 
Bicycle locks and metal barricades to lock in, 
Chairs thrown to break (us down). 


Flash-bangs disorient, 
Dismantle barricades 
Pushed and dragged, 
University? in crisis mode. 


Restraint praised, 
Aggression praised? 
(No injuries)*lies reported 


Charges (of Israel's crimes) range from burglary, 
To disorderly conduct, 
(To mass destruction and death). 


Final exams remote, 

Here, still being tested 

And testing others 

We fight, we answer, we study, we teach. 


April 17 
Day 1 


First Days of Encampment 


Aimi Halle 


April 18 
Day 2 


A vignette about someone on the sideline 


Celine Kiriscioglu 


It was so odd. He, who once was hypnotized by the promise tax deduc- 
tions into almost voting for a certain former president, called me up and 
praised my peers’ efforts. I could hear his frustration through the phone. 
I couldn't help but halt in the middle of the street. It was odd. Where I 
stopped. Barricaded. Trapped. Surrounded by the police, people, oddly, 
huddled around,stomping through the streets of broadway. “They are 
everywhere,” I say. My eyes scanned the street, the black body armor 
and blue red lights filling up my vision. I darted past the canopy supports, 
wond 


And he hasn't stopped. He’s, frankly, not scared for my safety. He’s 
fascinated. I can hear his brief, concise questions, leaving me to fill the 
space, verbally articulating the thoughts that have been running through 
my head, the speeches professors and leaders have made around me, the 
quick comments I hear traded and handed in to my students in Butler. 
He listens and always repeats, they are stupid, just stupid. “And did you 
know the admin sent the police here, called them up, to harass students, 
innocent peaceful students-” “So stupid, they are ruining themselves.” Is 
it not their right? He chants. For someone so intent on being validated, 
assimilated, he does not stand for students not being able to be them- 
selves. Curious, investigative. “If they are teaching you to ask questions, 
to take charge? So stupid” the police in front of me all file into Shake 
Shack, on a nice little lunch break. 


My dad has started to call me up now. Not common. “How is every- 
thing,” he asks, ready to share what he himself has learned about the 
movement. 


One of my friends posted on her instagram story calling on her peers to 
help her retrieve something she lost during her arrest on the encamp- 
ment. Guess what it was, I told him. What? A notebook. A thick, yellow 
leather bound notebook. Repeatedly, she’s posted updates of not having 
retrieved it. And she doesn't even have her campus housing anymore. 
Or food. They deactivated her id. And when I saw that, I paused. She, in 
addition to all that have joined and contributed to the encampment and 
movement on campus, ultimately prizes the dissemination of knowledge, 
of words. She and all her fellow protestors know how we need to prior- 
itize communicating the true harm and violence of the people of Pales- 
tine. 


Has she found her yellow notebook, no. But she wont stop. 
I’m stopping by today, at the tents. Good, he remarks. 


It’s so odd. Or just so fitting. So eerie, how when we learn, we grow. 
When we learn, we shout. We finally have a voice. Our voice was open- 
ing up, growing, and now, it has been able to flourish on a level beyond 
what we had expected. Not eerie, just powerful. It’s powerful how we 
band together, undoubtedly unbreakable. We are unbreakable, infinitely 
strong, forever hand in hand; a collective. We are together no matter how 
much we are pulled apart, distanced, ripped away, carried of, bound by 
zip ties, stranded and waiting idly outside the Jail. We are strong. 
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Nathalie Robayo “When Will It End?” 


“Butler (Library)” 


Nathalie Robayo 


I. 
What are you up to? 


Tuesday, March 5th 6:43 pm 

I didn’t know you had class at this time 
It’s me, by the way 

This is the class you complain about. 


Please don’t start until you are told to begin... 


I was hiding from 

The unwanted 

Escaping wars and waves 

Banned books 

Silent films 

Anything else you had fun playing in the first grade. 


We had two choices 
We didn’t want to die 
-I was scared of dying 


This is your library 
-Lies. 
It lies like a politician seeking election. 


I. 
What helps you thrive? 


Getting a glimpse of exciting discoveries 

The world of educational materials 1s growing 

A ghetto takes shape 

Way to go 

If you want someone punished, you had better do it yourself. 


It was an open land 
Soft-spoken but will speak against injustice 


Il. 


How can I ever find anyone here? 


Share your voice, get ten dollars 
Fight dollars 
I can listen. 


Someone touched me inappropriately on the train. 


The battle becomes increasingly difficult 
Do not enter. 


Nothing looks good 

Nothing else looks appetizing 
Report any problems 

Online, by phone, in person. 


Our country Is a paradise 
-It is truly shitty 
Paradise. Paradise. Paradise. 


Almost in spite of herself 
She now began to press her claims with more persistence: 


An amoral choice 1s to prefer blondes to brunettes 
What goes around comes around 
All sex is sinful 
Mental health will be impossible for most people 
Treat others with courtesy and kindness 
She is the mother of a child. 
Arya, I am hungry. 
Tam hungry. 


I'll go get food now. 


IV. 
Hi, are you in the library yet? 
A kind and thoughtful friend 
I found that God wasn’t there 
He excused himself. 


God 1s punishing you 

Black eyes and hair 

A bearer of burdens 

-He was born in Guayaquil. 


It is such an accidental life. 


V. 
Okay, where then? 


Up your ass. 


I’m becoming a vegetarian again 
Without trying the forbidden pleasures. 


34,484 bottles saved. 


I believe Pll be reincarnated as an eggplant. 


VI. 
Why don’t you send him some of your crap? 
The inability to move freely 
Inflammation of the shoulder 


Beauty and folly are often companions 
I am in threat of judgment 
Women are naturally deficient 


VII. 
It’s Tuesday, right? 
Rejoice rejoice far and near 
Beauty will fade, but not goodness 


Word. 
I want nachos. 


VIII. 
Who ts who? 
Cuban women 
Portuguese writers 
Jewish authors 
Canadian poets 
Gay and lesbian biographers 
French feminists 
Algerian novelists 
Chilean pundits 
Spanish conquerors 


American presidents. 


IX. 


What is your poem about? 


Mass media in the United States 
Universal biography 
Human environments 
The closet of strangers 
The act of neglecting 
Changing national identities 

Black picket fences 
The lack of hygiene 
& elementary care 

Capture the flag 
Mid-life affairs 


I’m doing my best here to keep you entertained 
-The sad stories, I just keep them to myself. 
The people began to lose their patience. 

... Thank you for your cooperation. 

-She was pleased enough with her success 

Feel free to use this page... 
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Palimpsested letters distributed by stafr to 
Students in the encampment. 


To Upend a World: 
Abolitionist Poetics, Spring 2024 


Joey De Jesus 


Barnard College, Columbia University, and institutions of higher educa- 
tion across the nation have revealed they prioritize their financial invest- 
ments over any and all of their attested commitments to scholarship, 
education, knowledge production, and community life, let alone human 
dignity, civil rights or social justice. By unleashing the NYPD upon 
students, these institutions clarify their front, their primary function: to 
reproduce the ruling class, at risk of everything and everyone, simultane- 
ously reproducing debt, while they develop and diversify investment port- 
folios and properties. They sell degrees and elaborate polyester hoods, 
while they displace, dispossess, criminalize, brutalize, and incarcerate life, 
profiteering from death. I am revolted by the trustees and administration 
of Barnard College and Columbia University for entrenching themselves 
alongside fascists and genocidaires and on separate occasions inviting the 
NYPD onto campus to violently dismantle student encampments, includ- 
ing “Hind’s Hall,” where an officer shot his gun. Fascism 1s here. 


Cross-legged and leaning forward onto my forearms in my swivel chair, 
losing sensation in my lower half, my feet, I am privileged to write this 
while genocide continues in Gaza, financed by my government and 
employers. The Presidents (in which faculty voted no confidence) repre- 
senting Columbia University and Barnard College profiteer from ongoing 
epistemicide, scholasticide (all universities in Gaza have been obliterat- 
ed with bombs and white phosphorus manufactured in the U.S.), and 
the murder of over 35,287 Palestinians, more than 14,000 of which are 
children, eyes blown out, or melted into their skulls, crushed beneath 
concrete, or bulldozers, or impaled into the concrete, the destruction of 
hospitals, heritage sites, mosques, churches--we’ve all seen these images, 
while Iam ashamed and appalled as an employee in the institutions’ 


complicity in these crimes against humanity, I admit, I never felt more 
proud as a professor committed to recuperating a livable present and 
educating students than when I led an impromptu teach-in on Frantz 
Fanon’s “Concerning Violence” in the People’s Library. Fuck tenure! 


For a second consecutive year, I received $12,500 to lead “To Upend a 
World: Abolitionist Poetics,” a course for 15 First-Year Writing students, 
which supplements my income from the Columbia Writing Center, for 
which I receive $21K annually before taxes. I was hired to teach my 
students the skills for which they'd ultimately be criminalized, a paradox 
as confounding as the title of the class--is it not Poetics we seek to abolish, 
too? This is how I opened this class, warning students of the school’s 
lethal propensity to evaluate its investments against the welfare, integrity 
and health of students. 


“To Upend a World: Abolitionist Poetics”, which was cleared by com- 
mittee, a pass/fail course, asks students to “consider (from Latin sidus, 
sider-, or, be “with the stars”) poetics as practice of abolition, as Ruth 
Wilson Gilmore explains, “Abolition 1s life in rehearsal.” In our class we 
will discuss abolition as a name for a set of imaginings that call for com- 
plete and total eradication of systems (“Worlds”) that perpetuate collec- 
tive harms. We will think about how carceral-capitalism, colonialism, and 
white supremacy limit our imaginations and how we can think in ways 
that remake our world. Students will read essays and trouble received 
readings of significant literary texts through abolitionist lenses to discern 
a range of liberatory strategies proffered in the poetry, literary nonfiction 
and fiction of the writers we read. As a class, students will discuss and 
consider these writers’, as well as their own, interventions in the context 
of literature's world-making power.” In their writing, students were asked 
to clarify a status quo, contextualize it within a scholarly conversation or 
problem, then posit their solutions or interventions across three essays/ 
writing projects; in the context of our studies, despite tremendous difficul- 
ty, my students excelled, this Zine a testament to that fact. For our final, 
we decided to commit to collectively creating this folio as a record of this 
moment together. 


I have been thinking about my occupation as an educator in “the imperi- 
al core”, and it’s cracking--as I have been, from the cognitive dissonance, 
coping with the quotidian. While it would be easy enough to admit the 
school doesn’t pay me enough, the truth 1s it could never. Upon revising 
this piece, I read tonight, May 13th, 2024, a post by Muhammed Smiry 
(@MuhammedSmury, a father in Gaza I’ve been following online the past 
several months, to his X account, “To educate and enlighten someone on 
the situation in Gaza 1s a win.” My occupation requires a refusal to for- 
sake the field. The writers in this folio are a testament to the possibility of 
a critical education in spite of militarization, fearmongering, and threats 
of physical violence and retribution. They present spirits of the encamp- 
ment, which reminds us what we never knew we lost as an intellectual 
community, if not of our humanity, our capacity to care for one another. 
Even dismantled, it survives in the heart, the mind, the stomach, the foot, 
and hand and can be activated at any time in any location. 


While the students have led, they, amplifying the message of people of 
Gaza, remind us this 1s not a “student movement” but a liberatory move- 
ment that requires all of us in our various capacities to disrupt increas- 
ingly in our resistance until our will 1s heard: abolition of the conditioned 
world, freedom for Palestine and all victims of U.S. imperialism! 


What follows is a rough outline for the class, creative prompts offered to 
students throughout the semester, and a list of our readings conducted 
and discussed together. 


UNIT 1 

- Reina Gossett et. al “No One is Disposable: Everyday Practices of Pris- 
on Abolition” podcasts on Barnard’s website. 

- Audre Lorde’s “The Transformation of Silence into Language and 
Action” from Sister, Outsider 

Writing Prompt: “What are the words you do not yet have? What do 
you need to say? What are the tyrannies you swallow day by day and 
attempt to make your own until you sicken and die from them still in 


silence?” 


UNIT 2 

- Angela Y. Davis’s “Introduction-Prison Reform or Prison Abolition?” 
from Are Prisons Obsolete? 

- W.E.B. DuBois’, “Che Comet” 

- Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s “What Is to Be Done?” from Abolition Geog- 
raphy: Essays Toward Liberation 


UNIT 3 

- James Baldwin’s, “Sonny's Blues” 

- Paolo Friere Chapter 2 of Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

- Fred Moten and Stefano Harney, “The University and the Undercom- 
mons” from The Undercommons 


UNIT 4 

- Saidiya Hartman’s “Venus in ‘Two Acts” 

- Christina Sharpe’s introduction to In the Wake: On Blackness and 
Being 

- Robin Coste Lewis’ “Voyage of the Sable Venus” from The Voyage of 
the Sable Venus 

Writing Prompt: Go to the nearest library and compose a poem around 
a central conceit (self-formation, public space, etc...) using only words 
found on the spines of books, remixed. 


UNIT 5 

- Ethridge Knight’s “Apology for Apostasy” & “Poems from Prison” 

- Lucille Clifton’s “won’t you celebrate with me?” 

- Vievee Francis’s “Creation Myth” from Horse in the Dark 

Writing Prompt: Write a poem about the formation of yourself. How 
might the creation myth imagine a world askance of this one? Consider 
poetry as practice of abolition. 


UNIT 6 (Movement Lab) 
- “Mide Songs & Picture Songs” (Ojibwa) from Jerome Rothenberg’s 
(editor) Technicians of the Sacred 


- “The Comet” (Ekoi) from Jerome Rothenberg’s (editor) Technicians of 
the Sacred 

Writing Prompt: Embodied writing, write what you see, smell, taste, 
touch, hear, beginning first in what you notice your body doing as you 
write. Allow yourself to write freely, when stuck return to what you notice 
in your body. 


UNIT 7 
- Workshops on conducting research with a Research Librarian, revision, 
and citational practice as justice. 


“My teacher once asked us, "What 1s a citation?", juxtaposing our defini- 
tions of academic citation with the issuing of a fine, the method by which 
the state/authority accounts for the illicit act(s) of individuals/entities. A 
method of accounting. If we extend this to the context of Columbia (and 
Barnard), when Columbia needn't pay its property taxes for generations 
by exploiting a tax loophole, this imposes a budgetary burden on munic- 
ipalities, which then issue citations to farm fees/fines from marginalized 
people. In this regard, the (normative) impetus for citation is heavily 
influenced by abuses of a (legal) system, a system that requires disenfran- 
chisement, divestment, archival gaps, aporia, lapses, erasures, misrep- 
resentations etc... to maintain the abuse! In this regard, citational justice 
is too a matter of budget Justice, and just as we say, "a budget 1s a moral 
document" so too must we then say, "our citations are moral documents," 
especially as libraries/archives become increasingly privatized and difficult 
to access (in part thanks to institutions like Columbia/Barnard).” 


I hope this abridged syllabus adbridging a full semester of materials 
proves productive for readers of this zine. 


Journal Entries 


Keiah Welch 


4/25/24 
Flowers are blooming and so has the revolution. 


The spirit of the revolution has charged my soul, binding me to the 
collective. It called on my internal passion, fueling my motivation to 
fight for the Palestinian people. Never have I experienced such divine 
energy on Columbia University’s campus. 


The spirit of the revolution manifests itself in the encampments and 
experiences itself in us. It has manifested in the chants we declared, 
the food we shared, the knowledge we consumed, and the prayers we 
held. We must embrace this spirit and take inventory of how it feels 
in our bodies. To remember this energy 1s to let the revolution live 
through us. 


Photo by Zala Bhan 


Friday, April 26, 2024 9:41 AM 9:40 AM 


I'm sitting here at 9:40AM 

April 26th, 2024 

Im sitting here eating a bowl of oatmeal 

Its all 1 have left to eat 

No more meal swipes, surviving off what's left 

I have orgo at LOAM I sit by my kitchen window as 1 hear the 
protestors "Get them off campus now" 

But its just a normal morning? 

I walk out to police every day 

I walk out to people who protest my existence and my freedoms I 
walk out to more academic stress 

"Send them home" 

For now I'll just sit here 

And pretend 1m safe 


Tuesday, April 30, 2024 
Boots or Converse? 


Boots or Converse? I repeated to myself. I was completely ready 

to go. My blanket was stuffed in my backpack along with a bunch of 
packets of hot hands, water bottles, and gloves to give to the encamp- 
ment. I had multiple jackets on because they all couldn’t fit in my 
backpack. My scarf was securely tied to my face and my hair was 
pulled back so it didn’t get in my way. My phone was fully charged 
and so was my portable charger. I had two pairs of socks on, ready 
to combat the cold but I stood in my doorway wondering, boots or 
Converse? Well, boots are good for crowds. They are thick and will 
protect my feet if I get stuck between a lot of people. They'll keep 
my feet warm too during the long, cold night. Then my gaze turned 
toward my Converse. They are lighter than my boots. More comfort- 
able. They won’t keep my feet warm but hopefully, the two layers of 
socks will. Itll be easier to run in Converse too— just in case. Boots 
or Converse? My eyes shifted between the pairs of shoes, but then I 
remembered; I have a third option. I turned and looked at the pair of 
slippers sitting next to my bed. I could— 


No. 


Boots it is. 


Tuesday, April 30, 2024 


I woke up this morning with a pain in my chest and throat. It felt as if 
hands were tightly wrapped around my neck. I had spent the day be- 
fore protesting for hours on end, chanting until my throat was raw and 
my voice had gone hoarse. I hadn’t even been awake for five minutes 
before my roommate swung the door open and asked if I knew what 
happened. My heart immediately sank and my chest throbbed. 


Hind’s Hall 
Columbia Lockdown 
Starvation 

Random Suspensions 
Expulsions 


My voice may be strained, and my body weary, but now 1s not the 
time to stop. It’s easy to fall into the fear they want you to feel—easy to 
succumb to the weight of oppression. They seek to divide us, to ex- 
tinguish the flames within us. However, they do this because they are 
scared of getting burnt. So let them tighten their grip and try to crush 
our spirit, for we are stronger than they could ever imagine. 


New Page 
Tuesday, April 30, 2024 1:23 PM 


I don't know what to say 

I feel I can only write when I don't want to 
The yellow flowers are covered in black 
The birds scurry at any movement 

The bees don't come around anymore 
The squirrels run to find shelter 

Is this the Spring we begged for? 
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Police Clear Building at Columbia 
and Arrest Dozens of Protesters 


Officers ir 
Hamilton Hall, a building with a history of student takeovers. 


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
Because my first responsibility is safety, with the 


support of the University’s Trustees, | made the More than 100 arrested after NYPD Cops 
decision to ask the New York City Police in riot gear storm Columbia University, 
Department to intervene to end the occupation of clear protests 

Hamilton Hall and dismantle the main encampment 


along with a new, smaller encampment. These 
actions were completed Tuesday night, and | thank 
the NYPD for their incredible professionalism and 
support. 


W Tredage 4m Minow Kote 
“INGYEHIDIE Professionalism and support” 


LOCAL NEWS 


NYPD officer fired gun while 
clearing protesters from 


Hamilton Hall at Columbia, DA's 
office confirms 
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Excerpt of “Great Chain of Being (2)” 


An “Accidental” Poem (Image-to-Text Conversion) 


Natasha Last-Bernal 


IMAGINE 
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